
MRP Limitat ions 

 Models the stat ist ically expected prevalence 
 Small area est imates tend to have narrow ranges and 

tend to underest imate those small areas with high 
prevalence and overest imate areas with low prevalence 

 Cannot detect effects due to local intervent ions – 
cannot be used for program or policy evaluat ions 
 



Relat ionship to Exist ing Efforts 

 Complements similar public health surveillance data 
that are specifically defined and well-accepted 
measures of chronic condit ions and their risk factors 

 County Health Rankings 
 County-level, not city or neighborhood 

 America’s Health Rankings 
 State-level, not city or neighborhood 

 Chronic Disease Indicators 
 State-level, not city or neighborhood 

 



500 CITIES – ONLINE INFORMATION, 
DATA, AND MAPS 



Online Information – 500 Cit ies Homepage 
Two Phases 

 http://www.cdc.gov/500cit ies  
 The current version contains links to 

 Dataset (Open Data) 
 Mapbooks (PDFs) 

 A revised version will launch in early 2017 with an 
embedded interact ive web applicat ion 

 The homepage is designed to be the primary portal for 
the 500 Cit ies project 

 The dataset can also be accessed through CDC’s 
Chronic Data Portal 
 

http://www.cdc.gov/500cities


500 Cit ies – Open Data 

 Available now! 
 CDC Chronic Data Portal 
 https://chronicdata.cdc.gov/health-area/500-cit ies 
 One of several “Health Areas”  

https://chronicdata.cdc.gov/health-area/500-cities


500 Cit ies – Open Data (2) 

 Complete datasets in two formats 
 Socrata 
 GIS-friendly (one for cities, one for census tracts) 
 

 
 
 
 



500 Cit ies – Open Data (3) 

 Filtered Views 
 
 
 
 
 

 GIS Boundary Files 



500 Cit ies – Open Data (4) 

 Example Charts 



500 Cit ies – Open Data (5) 

 View 
 Filter 

 
 
 
 

 Visualizat ions 
 



Open Data – 500 Cit ies (6) 

 Embed 
 
 
 
 
 

 Export  



500 CITIES MAPBOOKS 











Interact ive Web Applicat ion – Coming Soon 

 A more interact ive tools to explore the data 
 Census tract data are difficult  to visualize 
 GIS-enabled interact ive maps 
 Deployment in early 2017 



The 500 Cit ies Project Delivering Data to Improve 
Populat ion Health  

Timely, high-quality, small-area epidemiologic data to:  
 Ident ify emerging health problems 
 Establish key health object ives 
 Inform the development and implementat ion of 

effect ive and targeted prevent ion act ivit ies 
 
 



The 500 Cit ies Project Reflects  
Cutt ing Edge Public Health 

 Reflects innovations in generat ing valid small-area est imates for 
populat ion health.  

 Complements exist ing sets of surveillance indicators that report 
state, metropolitan area, and county-level data. 

 Releases uniformly-defined selected data for cit ies, many of which 
cover mult iple counties or don’t  follow county boundaries, and for 
census tracts. 

 Delivers health data on a large scale for cit ies and small areas 
within cit ies, for the first  t ime.   

 Enables retrieval, visualizat ion, and explorat ion of city and tract-
level data for the largest 500 US cit ies for behaviors, health 
outcomes, and preventive services that have a substant ial impact 
on populat ion health.  
 



www.cdc.gov/500cit ies 
 

http://www.cdc.gov/500cities


Saving Lives. Protect ing People. 
Saving Money through Prevention. 

Office of the Director 

Division of Population Health  

For more information please contact Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
1600 Clifton Road NE,  Atlanta,  GA  30333 
Telephone: 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)/TTY: 1-888-232-6348 
E-mail:  cdcinfo@cdc.gov  Web:  http://www.cdc.gov 
 
The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent the official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 


