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Violence 1s a Public Health Issue Promotion Kit

Violence is a public health issue and spreads similarly to other diseases. Like other public health
issues, education and prevention are strong interventions in stopping the spread. The Weaving a
Violence Prevention Ecosystem (WEAVE) Team, a partnership between Health Resources in Action
and CDC Foundation, developed resources to supplement the WEAVE Toolkit and help build your
community capacity for addressing community violence as a public health issue.

Social Media

Use the following graphics and sample social media language to share how violence is a public health
issue. The graphics are meant to be used in an Instagram carousel post but can be adapted for use on
other platforms. Download the graphics here.

We encourage you to use the hashtag #ViolencelsAPublicHealthissue and welcome you to adapt the
content, as needed, for your own voice and audience. If you are sharing and encouraging the use of
the WEAVE Toolkit, include the following link in your caption: https://bit.ly/3KQgNvw

Violence

Violence is a e ke
Public Health

Know the risk factors

o T

=

The economic costs of violence

Khcuithepisbiactons Over $70 billion dollars annually*

1in 5 youth
admitt ries N

4 WEAVE L WEAVE

Did you know?\Violence impacts not just individuals but entire communities, spreading trauma, straining
our healthcare system and undermining public health efforts. It's time to recognize violence as a critical
public health issue that demands our attention and action.

This project: Power-Building Partnerships for Community Violence Prevention was supported by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $393,000
with 100 percent funded by CDC/HHS. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor

an endorsement by, CDC/HHS or the U.S. Government.



http://www.hria.org/
http://www.cdcfoundation.org/
https://www.cdcfoundation.org/WEAVE_toolkit2024
https://assets.cdcfoundation.org/share/0D505E77-A41C-447E-B7C0E65C8103F3FF/?_gl=1*107ifor*_gcl_au*Mjc5ODAzNzQwLjE3MTI4NjEzNDQ.*_ga*NDIyNjM4MjY2LjE2ODg2NjAxMzk.*_ga_NQ80LNL6RD*MTcxOTQxMDIxNC4xOTAuMS4xNzE5NDEwMzA5LjM4LjAuMA..&viewType=grid
https://bit.ly/3KQqNvw
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Why it matters:

1. Physical and mental health: Survivors of violence, and those exposed to high levels of violence in
their communities, often face long-term health problems, from chronic pain to PTSD.

2. Healthcare costs: Treating violence-related injuries drains resources from other essential health
services.

3. Community well-being: Communities of color experience more violence. High violence rates
erode trust and cohesion, perpetuate cycles of trauma and exacerbate existing health disparities
and inequities.

We can prevent violence. Together we can build violence prevention ecosystems that create safe and
strong communities. You have the power to engage and uplift the voices of residents in your community.

If you work at a community-based organization or public health institution download the WEAVE Toolkit
to explore strategies for building community power in community violence interventions:
https.//bit.ly/3KQgNvw

#ViolencelsAPublicHealthissue #PreventViolence #CureViolence #HealthyCommunities
#CommunityPower

Presentation Shdes

The “Violence is a Public Health Issue” presentation provides a basic overview of how violence is a
public health issue and steps to interrupt and prevent violence. You can adapt and use the slides to
educate and bring awareness to the issue in your community. A couple ideas to get you started
include planning a lunch and learn for staff and organizing a community event to share this
information. Download the presentation slides here.

More Resources
Visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’'s About the Public Health Approach to Violence
Prevention for more background information.
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https://bit.ly/3KQqNvw
https://www.cdcfoundation.org/WEAVE_violence_prevention_PPT
https://www.cdc.gov/violence-prevention/about/about-the-public-health-approach-to-violence-prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/violence-prevention/about/about-the-public-health-approach-to-violence-prevention.html

