
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

CDC Medicolegal Death Investigation Data 
Modernization

Margaret Warner, PhD
Director, Collaborating Office for Medical Examiners and Coroners

MDI FHIR Implementation Collaboration 
RFP Q&A
June 29, 2023



Collaborating Office for Medical Examiners and Coroners 

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/comec/
Contact us at MDI@CDC.GOV

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/comec/


Vision for MDI Data Modernization

 Make it easier for medical examiners and coroners to --
– Provide more specific and up-to-date mortality data
– In a coordinated, consistent, and secure way
– Across jurisdictional boundaries
– Without disruption to workflow

– With the ability  to get more value out of the data they 
collect 



MDI FHIR Implementation Collaborative

MDI FIC:  MDI offices that will help design, test, and build standards-based and 
open API-driven approaches of exchanging electronic MDI data



CDC MDI Data Modernization Initiative

MDI FIC

Design, Build, Test, Learn
 



Data modernization in MDI Offices

Focus is on offices of medical examiners and coroners

 Collaborating with MDI community to establish common data 
elements

 Developing data standards (i.e. MDI FHIR IG)
 Developing tools and standard API recommendations
 Provide technical support
 Establishing MDI FHIR Implementer’s Collaborative in 

partnership with CDC Foundation



Highlight: MDI FHIR Implementation Guide

– Health Level 7 FHIR Data Standard
– Developed, balloted, and published Standard for Trial Use 
– Focus on MDI Case Management Systems between Electronic Death Registration 

Systems and to toxicology 
– Will be revise based on learning from MDI FIC and other early adopters



MDI Data flows
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Highlight: Technical assistance for MDI data modernization

Providing tools and 
support to assist with 
standards-based 
interoperability and API 
development



MDI Data Modernization Initiative

MDI FIC

Design, Build, Test, Learn
 

CDC MDI data modernization needs input for scalability 



MDI Data Modernization Initiative

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/
comec/modernizing-mec-
data-systems.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/comec/modernizing-mec-data-systems.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/comec/modernizing-mec-data-systems.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/comec/modernizing-mec-data-systems.htm
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For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Thanks!!!
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